news from the Cross-Party Group in the 

Scottish Parliament on Co-operatives 

24 September 2009
Housing Co-operatives: More than Housing

The Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Co-operatives has heard that Housing Co-operatives provide more than housing.  The group also heard that housing co-operatives should be promoted in the forthcoming Housing Bill.  The meeting was addressed by John McMorrow, the Director of Easthall Park Housing Co-operative from Glasgow and by Sandy Murray of Tenants’ First Housing Co-operative in Aberdeen.  The meeting took place on 23rd September.
John McMorrow said, ‘Housing co-operatives are key players in the communities in which they serve and indeed are the focus for much social regeneration work.  
 
‘The Scottish Government’s proposed Housing Bill represents a challenge to Housing Co-operatives, we need to convince the civil servants that housing co-operatives are a viable alternative housing model and that they should be promoted by the Scottish Government.’

 

‘The recent Regulators Report, Social Landlords in Scotland: Shaping up for improvement, causes concern in that it states need for mergers between associations, more strategic role for management, greater competition in the development and management of social housing, states that "some RSLs need to consider whether a governing body made up of primarily or solely of tenants will deliver governance they need in more challenging times" 
 
‘The value of the Co-operative model is our focus on tenants and the additional work we do with little support or funding.  Housing co-operatives need to demonstrate that we are indeed efficient, well managed and deliver much more than most with our unique Co-operative focus.’

Sandy Murray said, ‘In Housing Co-operatives we plan to create more than homes, we want to create a sense of place.  Housing co-operatives are not another form of Housing Association; they are controlled by their tenants.  In a very real sense the tenants call the shots.’
‘Housing co-operatives face a number of challenges.  Government should do more to support housing co-operatives.  For example, the Scottish Government’s co-operative promotion agency Co-operative Development Scotland is not allowed to deal with housing issues.  There is a bias against housing co-operatives in Government circles.  This needs to be dealt with.’
James Kelly MSP, Co-Convener of the Cross Party Group, said, ‘This was a very positive meeting, promoting the ideals of housing co-operatives.  It is vital that the Scottish Government and the Housing Regulator recognise the important role which housing co-operatives play in Scotland and the vital work they could carry out if there was more support for housing co-operatives.  Housing co-operatives give real power to tenants, we should look at ways of promoting them more.’

For further information contact Dr Richard McCready, Policy and Information Officer, Co-operation and Mutuality Scotland, Secretary of the Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Co-operatives on 07711 920760.
