Housing Commission Report

Co-operation and Mutuality Scotland became host to the Housing Commission of England to come to Scotland to hear evidence from Scottish Housing Co-operatives on the 14th of May 2009.  Scotland has a rich tapestry of housing co-operative activity and is home to the largest housing co-operatives in the UK, with Aberdeen based Tenant First housing co-operative as the largest with over 1000 units and with an asset base of over £20 million.  
The Scottish housing co-operative body, CHIS worked alongside Co-operation & mutuality Scotland to create a hearing which showed how the co-operative housing solution has changed communites around Scotland.   In its call for evidence the co-operative commission heard from Tenants First Housing co-op, West Whitlawburn Housing Co-operative and Scottish Federation of Housing Associations as well as a contribution from Co-operation and mutuality Scotland.  

Some of the most innovative social landlord organisations are housing co-operatives and the Commission heard that West Whitlawburn Housing Co-operative has set up the community owned communication co-operative Whitcomm Co-op ltd which is the first of its kind in the UK.  Furthermore, Tenants First housing co-op are at the cutting edge of eco-home design.   

Scottish housing co-operatives took the opportunity to promote the co-operative housing solution to the Commission.  Co-operative Housing in Scotland (CHIS) hopes that its’ collective experience goes some way to helping promote the co-operative housing model in England through the Commission.  
The Commission for Co-operative & Mutual Housing is researching co-operative and mutual housing with an intention to produce a report that will be promoted to all political parties in Autumn 2009.
